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The National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA
Fisheries) has published an interim rule to
implement measures recommended by the
Caribbean Fishery Management Council (Council).
From February 1, 2005, through April 30, 2005, no
person may fish for or possess any species of fish,
except highly migratory species, within the
Grammanik Bank closed area. For the purpose of
this interim rule, “fish” means finfish, mollusks,
crustaceans, and all other forms of marine animal

and plant life other than marine mammals and birds.

Highly migratory species means bluefin, bigeye,
yellowfin, albacore, and skipjack tunas; swordfish;
sharks; white marlin, blue marlin, sailfish, and
longbill spearfish.

The Grammanik Bank closed area is bounded by
rhumb lines connecting, the following points:

Point North latitude  West longitude
A 18 12.40' 64 59.00'
B 18 10.00' 64 59.00'
C 18 10.00 64 56.10'
D 18 12.40' 64 56.10'
A 18 12.40° 64 59.00'

The 23.57 square kilometer (6.88 square nautical
miles) closure encompasses the area where a
yellowfin grouper spawning aggregation is reported
to occur on Grammanik Bank.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The reef fish

fishery of Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands is

managed under the Council’s Fishery Management
Plan for the Reef Fish Fishery of Puerto Rico and of
the U.S. Virgin Islands.

Researchers atthe University of the Virgin Islands
documented an annual spawning aggregation of
yellowfin grouper at Grammanik B ank, south of St.
Thomas. The aggregation occurs from about
February through April each year. The researchers
also documented a severe decline in abundance
during recent aggregations, attributed to increased
fishing efforton this stock. The stock is undergoing
overfishing according to the best available scientific
information. The intended effe ct of this interim rule
is to protect a yellowfin grouper spawning
aggregation and to reduce overfishing.

Before implementing this interim rule, NOAA
Fisheries prepared a final regulatory flexibility
analysis (FRFA). In summary, the FRFA concluded
that because of the small size of the closed area,
the action is not expected to affect the profits of a
substantial number of small entities.

NOAA Fisheries is dedicated to protecting and
preserving the nation’s living marine resources and
their habitats through scientific research,
management, and enforcement. NOAA Fisheries
provides effective stewardship of these resources
for the benefit of the nation, supporting coastal
communities that depend upon them, and helping to
provide safe and healthy seafood to customers and
recreational opportunities for the American public.

NOAA is dedicated to enhancing economic security
and national safety through the prediction and
research of weather and climate-related events and
providing environmental stewardship of our nation’s
coastal and marine resources.
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